
  

 

 

 Mission Newsletter from Saint Matthew Lutheran Church                                       June, 2009 

Mission Beyond   
Saint Matthew 

A Word from the Mission Beyond Task Force 

What a joy it is to serve on the missions task force in a church that so faithfully emphasizes the 
importance of “GOING OUT.”  We are continually inspired by our pastors to find mission 
opportunities in our own neighborhoods, workplaces, community, and the world.  The forgotten and 
the marginalized are all around us…in hospitals, foster homes, jails, and crowded, at-risk 
neighborhoods. 
 

In this issue we will be highlighting “Members in Mission”…some of the areas in which our 
mission partners have seen the need and poured themselves out both with time and talent. This is a 
creative congregation when it comes to mission outreach!  We hope you will be inspired as you 
read about the Layette Ministry (including the Grandmother’s Group, Piecemakers, and Knitting 
Group), Puppets of Praise, small group mission projects, foster care ministry, individual mission 
trips and more.  Perhaps as you read this issue your creative juices will begin to flow…or perhaps 
you are already involved in a creative outreach and could use some help.  Please let us know what 
you’re doing or what you may dream of doing!  We envision a “Smorgasbord of Opportunities” 
that will continue to grow as we step OUT in faith.  What a very exciting adventure it is to allow 
the Holy Spirit to open our eyes and tug at our hearts; and to respond together as a congregation of 
faithful followers. 
 

Dennis Ashlock,  
Chairman, Mission Beyond Saint Matthew 
dennis@dafoto.com 

Welcome Aboard New Committee Members 
 
We are pleased to welcome George Garcia, Carole Kelsch and 
Denny Watkins to the Mission Beyond Saint Matthew (MBSM) 
Task Force.  The task force exists to encourage and support the   
Mission Partners of Saint Matthew to become involved with     
missions locally, nationally, and globally.  The MBSM Task 
Force meets on the last Tuesday of every month.  We invite     
anyone interested to join us. 
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  Partners in Ministry 

Layette Ministry Provides 165 Layettes 

 

The Contra Costa Regional Medical Center Auxiliary has been collecting items for baby layettes for 
over 30 years. These layettes are given to needy mothers whose babies are born at the hospital. Some 
of these babies would be going home with almost nothing if it weren’t for the layettes. Saint Matthew 
has been helping with this project since 2002. This year, 165 complete layettes were donated, along 
with several other partial layette pieces (blankets, onesies, etc,). What is unique about Saint          
Matthew's contribution is the hand-crafted element that comes from the beautiful quilts made by the 
Piecemaker's group and the hand-knit blankets, caps and sweaters created by the Knitting Circle and 
various members of Saint Matthew.  Each layette also includes a small board book donated by the 
Grandmother’s Group.  What a worthwhile and creative endeavor this project is! Consider putting 
your creativity to work and join the many mission partners in the Layette Ministry.  For more         
information, contact Andrea Reak, 556-1977. 

 
Saint Matthew Piecemakers:  Our group has been getting together for 
about 10 years and has made lots and lots of quilts for the Layette Ministry, 
this year we gave 48 quilts.  Much of the fabric for them is donated by 
church members.  We have also made quilts to donate to a quilt auction to 
raise funds for the Sutter Hospital cancer research program.  We would 
love to have some new quilters join us.  The long time members are very 
generous with their help to beginners.  Contact:  Aileyn Ecob:  939-2245 or 
Phyllis Arthur: 938-7888. 
 

Knitting Circle:  We welcome all to join our Monday morning knitting 
group, call Sylvia Ortlieb, 939-6885. 

 
Grandmother’s Group:  Our goal is to be spiritual mentors to our grandchildren and, for some of 
our members, our great-grandchildren!   Our service project is to provide and donate a board book in 
each layette kit with directions on how to read to your child in either English or Spanish.  This year, 
on the Tuesday after Mother's Day, 12 of us met and sorted through all of the donations, opened all of 
the packages, and arranged all of the items.  We had homemade crib blankets from the Piecemakers, 
several blankets and sweaters from the knitters group and individuals, and two ladies crocheted 100 
blankets and hats to match.  
Three of our group delivered the 
layette items to the regional   
hospital in Martinez the next 
morning.   Even though we    
consider it our responsibility to 
provide the books, we appreciate 
all of the members of the       
congregation who donated funds 
to help provide them.  We invite 
all grandmothers to join us!  
Contact Barbara Groenveld,  
937-2047. 
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Partners in Ministry 

Small Groups Reaching Out 
 
One way to “see the need” and respond is to do 
something together as a Small Group. Most of 
you know that is was a men’s small group under 
the leadership of Dave Tagliareni that led to our 
long term involvement with Love-a-Child in 
Pittsburg. 
 
Another of our small groups has become        
involved on the Monument Corridor this past 
year.  Young Life (an outreach to middle and 
high school kids) is active in ministering to the 
Hispanic community in the Monument area, and 
the Monday night “Lord’s Prayer” study group 
has been making meals once a month and     
serving them to the 50+ kids who come to club 
on Tuesday nights.  Some of the members have also begun tutoring students from Oak Grove Middle 
and Ygnacio Valley High School in the afternoons.  If you are interested in tutoring, please contact: 
Sandi Vandersloot at 935-5777 or George Garcia at 934-8361. 

Foster Children Ministry 
by Pastor Ralph Supper 

 
It’s always exciting to see a church, called to serve God’s people, actually following through and 
serving the people God cares about.  “Stability” is a missional community focused on serving foster 
children, primarily by acting as a hub to gather individuals interested in supporting foster youth and 
connecting them to the agencies which provide services to the foster care system.  This group has 
grown considerably in the past eight months of its existence while networking many others that care 
about foster children.  People from many other churches as well as those from a non-churched     
background have joined us to serve this need.  Stability meets once a month to celebrate how God is 
using individuals to serve foster children and to highlight new opportunities for service.  In April we 
helped organize a forum that united over twenty organizations from the county to highlight the      
profound and wide-ranging needs and to discuss how we can come together to care for the foster 
community for which we know God has a heart. 

 
It is so powerful to see how God can use anyone to help serve in even the smallest ways.  When I  
initially got involved with this group, I had no idea of how poorly funded and cared for foster children 
are.  If you are looking for an opportunity to serve, want more information on God’s work being 
done, or want to be a part of a passionate group, we would love for you to join us.  We meet on the 
third Monday of each month to organize, celebrate and communicate.  Please e-mail me for more   
details: ralphs@saintmatthew.org 
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  Partners In Ministry 

Turkey Mission Trip 
by Stefan Geyer 

 

Hey Everyone! I am so grateful for the MBSM’s support of a trip I took this Spring Break with       
UC Santa Barbara’s Campus Crusade for Christ Club, and want to share a bit about what all of you 
made possible.  We took a team of about 16 students and Campus Crusade staff members to Turkey 
to serve and support a year-long mission team that is living in Izmir, a coastal city on the Aegean 
coast. Our trip was essentially a week of living on mission in a region that is predominantly Islamic 
and is considered the most un-reached area by the gospel. 
 

The trip itself was very exciting, as there were no real goals, except for us to go out and meet Turkish 
students and learn about their culture and lives, while also sharing our own stories and most           
importantly, the things God has done in our lives. At first I was really scared. I had hardly shared my 
testimony to other non-Christians 
on the UCSB campus, so to be    
doing that in a country where some 
of these people may have never 
even met a Christian before was  
extremely nerve-racking. But the 
Lord blessed us with some amazing 
divine appointments, as we met 
many students who spoke English 
and had been waiting for something 
or someone to come into their lives. 
We were surprised and honored to 
be those people and to share the 
Good News with them for the first 
time ever. Many of the students we 
met were then introduced to the 
year-long team.  Even now they 
continue to hang out with and ask 
questions about God and Jesus as 
they can tell something is different 
about us. 
 

This trip really was eye-opening to see how God is moving everywhere and in the most amazing 
ways. I never really believed I would be traveling to the Middle East, of all places, to share what God 
has done for me and for all people. That seemed to be a recurring theme in this trip, seeing God take 
all my preconceptions, plans and ideas and turn them upside-down. Just letting God take control and 
trusting him to lead me where He wanted was a scary step of faith, but it ended up giving me the most 
amazing experience and a new-found heart for the Turkish people and the necessity for outreach in all 
the corners of the world. It is amazing to see all the ways God can use you if you just let Him, 
whether it is international work or just down the block. Coming back from the trip I realized that you 
don’t need to be on a mission trip to live missionally, being intentional with everyone around you as a 
light of God’s love. 
 

Thank you again for your support and God Bless! 

Spring break team at Ephesus in front of the theater  
(where the Acts 19 riot took place!) 
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  Partners In Ministry 

Saint Matthew High School Mexico Mission Trip 

by Pastor David Dykes 

On Sunday, April 12, a group of 93 youth and 
adults from the High School Ministry of Saint 
Matthew boarded 10 vehicles on our journey 
southwards to serve with Amor ministries 
building 6 houses for families in Tecate,  
Mexico. 
 

Some reflections from a few students: 
 

“Mexico this year was a great time and I 
couldn’t have asked for a better senior    
Mexico Mission Trip. The site we had was 

insane but things like that add to the experience so it 
was all the better!” 
 

“Mexico is a great place to strengthen your          
relationship with God as well as other high    
schoolers and adults. It’s a great place to build a 
foundation of relationships that will last a lifetime.” 
 

“Mexico served it’s purpose for me to see love on a new 
level. As well as friendships I’ll never forget.” 
 

“Mexico is an experience that opens your eyes and 
changes your perspectives in ways that nothing we have 
here in America can . . . plus Manzana Lift is 
friggin delish” 

 
 
 
 
 

The impact of this experience will be felt in our 
hearts for years to come.  It was a wonderful life 
changing experience and has certainly shed new   
perspective on all the blessings that we have in this 
country.  Thank you to the family of Saint Matthew 
for their prayers and support! 
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  Partners in Ministry 

Ministry in Czech Republic 
by Kevin Morgan 

 
On April 2, I traveled to the Czech Republic to join my son and daughter-in-law Shea and Sandee 
Morgan for a mission project.  Eight hundred American high school students from military bases 
throughout Europe gave up their Spring vacation time and traveled to Eastern Europe to contribute to 
the local communities. 
 

I flew over to help guide the construction-type work for the project in Turnov Czech Republic, a 
town 45 minutes north of Praha (Prague). 
 

A large part of the project we worked on was  visiting 
the various schools in town and spending a little time in 
the classrooms encouraging the kids in their English.  
The previous year only one school participated.  People 
here are very private and suspicious of outsiders.  They 
still feel the effects of the communist regime.  This year 
the kids spent most of their time working in the  English 
as Second Language (ESL) program.  This  project is 
coordinated through the local Moravian Church which 
is reaching out to the townspeople.  When people there 
learn English they can earn 20-30% more due to the 
demand for English speakers in business and tourism. 

 

The project is an opportunity for the kids to serve others and to spend time together in daily worship 
and small group Bible study. This trip is planned as a discipleship program for many of the kids that 
Shea and Sandee have been working with. 
 

This Summer, Shea will be taking a lot of high 
school and junior high kids to a beach camp in   
Italy.  This will be an opportunity for the kids to 
hear the Gospel and spend some time thinking and 
sharing about what it means to believe in Jesus and 
to have a personal relationship with Him. 
 

Please pray for Shea and Sandee as they minister to 
these kids and their families.  Many of them have 
parents who are deployed in the Iraq and            
Afghanistan. 

 

 

Sunday Forum on Caring Hands June 28 
 

Join us at the next MBSM Sunday Forum on June 28 at 10:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Speakers 
Carol Louisell and Grala Warren will share about John Muir Hospital’s Caring Hands ministry to  
seniors in our area.  The next training day is Friday, July 24.  Contact Grala Warren at 932-6297 if 
you are interested in this valuable outreach. 
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Partners in Ministry 

Summer Brings Farmers’ Market 

 
With summer comes the Saint Matthew Farmers’ Market which will begin in July. There will be a 
whole new look this year!  It’s being taken inside the air-conditioned Fellowship Hall…think 
“Farmer’s Market/Café.”  Plan on enjoying good coffee, a homemade “goodie” and fresh fruit…no 
more rushing through breakfast at home!  All the proceeds go to the Monument Crisis Center and 
Loaves and Fishes, organizations that do a wonderful job of providing for the needy in our county. 
 

There are many mission partners already donating time to these groups.  Carol Babcock of Loaves 
and Fishes wrote in her note of thanks: “I must mention John Helgeson.  What a cook!  He and his 
friend come every month and they make the BEST spaghetti sauce in the world.  The taste is beyond 
words!  His crew is great.  One that stands out is Bob Fairbanks.  And why?  Well he comes in and 
runs the place.  So stay out of his way or you’ll be working.”  It’s great to know we are providing 
such outstanding help, men! 
 

If you’re interested in helping out at the Farmer’s Market, Loaves and Fishes or the Monument Crisis 
Center, contact Toshiko Barrett, 672-4294. 

Helping Churches in Chiba Province, Japan 
 
For several years, Saint Matthew has responded to the critical needs of small rural churches in Chiba 
Province, Japan.  These are primarily served by missionary pastors who have devoted their lives to 
sharing God’s Word with tiny congregations which subsist on the barest of budgets.  In the midst of 
that challenge, when crises such as typhoons strike and repairs to meeting places need to be done, it is 
upon help provided by churches like Saint Matthew, and larger churches in the metropolitan areas of 
Japan, that these struggling congregations must turn for support. 
 

Pastor Seiichiro Nakamura, chairman of the United Churches of Chiba Province writes:   
 

“The churches of Chiba Province want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your very   
generous gift of 192,000 yen ($2,000) to help some of our local churches in their hours of special 
need.  Upon receipt of the gift from Saint Matthew Lutheran Church, the money was immediately 
deposited into the ‘Fund for Cooperative Evangelism’.  Those funds are earmarked to support     
evangelistic outreach programs in Chiba Province, along with special support for some of our smaller 
churches in their times of critical need. 
 

There are no words adequate enough to thank the people of Saint Matthew Lutheran Church for your 
great generosity in responding to our needs.  Please extend our heartfelt thanks to the people of Saint 
Matthew for their Christian love.  We pray God’s riches blessings upon each member for the love and 
concern which they have shown for us in Japan. 
 

With our sincere gratitude, 
Seiichiro Nakamura” 
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The Mission Beyond Saint Matthew newsletter is published quarterly by the Mission Beyond Saint Matthew Task Force, 
Saint Matthew Lutheran Church, 399 Wiget Lane, Walnut Creek, CA  94598, phone:  925-932-1955,                        
FAX:  925-932-7580, web site:  www.saintmatthew.org.  Items may be submitted for publication by emailing Dennis and 
Lin Ashlock: lin@dafoto.com.  Items submitted are subject to editing or exclusion. 

Puppets of Praise—God’s Ministry (A Love Story) 
by Jill Pitzlin 

 
We were newlyweds.  California transplants from Wisconsin.  We were very young.  It was the  
beginning of a new life together with no family close by and an apartment with rented furniture.  It 
didn’t take us long to find a Lutheran church to plug into, as that was how we were brought up. 
 

We became volunteer high school youth counselors.  
This was a welcome ministry for us because we could 
connect with new people; and for the church because 
we helped give new life to a shrinking teen popula-
tion.  But when annual snow trips fell short of keep-
ing the teens engaged year-round, a visit to our 
church by a local puppet group sparked a fire that is 
still burning some 29 years later. 
 

Mark was supposed to become a minister.  That is 
what one of his parochial school teachers told him.  
Ministry comes in many shapes and sizes, and little did he know that those words were prophetic.  
We started the Puppets of Praise as a team, but it didn’t take me long to realize I had to step aside 

and let him run with it (creative differences between two stubborn 
Germans).  I never imagined how long he would run!  From the 
first puppet, Dave the Dog, to many cases and a trailer full of 
hand puppets and human sized Puppetumes, he continues to    
create new ways to entertainingly spread God’s message.  His  
audience is not limited to just the young.  There are many 
“groupies” who are young at heart.  Many destinations in the state 
of California have welcomed His message, as well as Mexico. 
 

But this isn't a love story about a young couple that moved to 
California, but rather a devotion to hold the interest of high 

school, college, and now also middle school kids who buy in to this entertaining and unique     
ministry that spreads the message of the love and forgiveness of Jesus. 

 

 


